
In northern Sumatra, straddling the border
of the provinces of North Sumatra and
Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam, and covering
1,094,692 hectares (ha), lies the Gunung
Leuser National Park (GLNP). Established
in 1980, the park takes its name from
Mount Leuser, whose peak stretches to
3,404 m above see level. Together with
Bukit Barisan Selatan and Kerinci Seblat
National Parks, it forms the Tropical
Rainforest Heritage of Sumatra UNESCO
World Heritage Site (inscribed in 2004).
Leuser was also declared by UNESCO as
a Biosphere Reserve in 1980, and by ASEAN
Secretariat as ASEAN Heritage Park in 1984.

The GLNP is located within the 2.6 million ha Leuser Ecosystem (LE), and is
the last place where potentially viable populations of Sumatran Elephants,
Orangutans, Tigers and Rhinos exist and the only place in the natural world
where they are found together. The LE represents a complex, amazingly
diverse, but above all, fragile habitat. There exists a wide ranging, delicately
balanced network of animal and plant species, of which just a selection of
them are introduced in this booklet.

Tangkahan, referred to as the hidden paradise of Gunung Leuser National
Park, is an ecotourism area in the Langkat district of North Sumatra, just two
hours drive from the neighboring ecotourism site of Bukit Lawang or three
hours drive from Medan. In the 1980s and 1990s, local people were actively
cutting down trees illegally from the park for commercial timber. However,
after a time the people became aware of the damages wrought by such
activity and the errors of their ways, and thus collectively decided to stop

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Long-tailed Macaque
Macaca  fascicularis
Monyet ekor panjang

Appearance : Body fur varies from grey to
reddish brown with lighter under parts. Often
has a noticeable pointed crest on the head
where the hair grows backwards. Face is
pinkish. Males have cheek whiskers and a
mustache. Females have beards. Males are
5-8kg weight while females are about 3-6kg.

Home range : 25-200 ha.

Diet : Omnivorous – fruit makes up 64% of the
diet, with seeds, buds, leaves, and animal prey
(frogs, insects and crabs) also consumed.

Behavioural Ecology : Diurnal and semi-
terrestrial. They are good swimmers and will
jump into water from nearby trees. They live
in multi-male multi-female groups of anything
from 10 to 100 individuals.

illegal logging and transform the area into an ecotourism destination. Thus
in April 2001, the residents gathered and passed local regulations prohibiting
illegal exploitation of the forest and established the Tangkahan Tourism
Institute (Lembaga Pariwisata Tangkahan, or LPT).

LPT established an MoU with GNLP Management in April 2002 to manage
the Tangkahan forest for ecotourism purposes. LPT developed the Community
Tour Operator (CTO) system, which provides accommodation and local tour
guides for visitors. In addition to amazing GLNP forest trekking in the area,
Tangkahan is also the base of the Conservation Response Unit (CRU),
consisting of a team of ex-captive Sumatran Elephants and their mahouts
(elephant tenders) that regularly patrols the national park to protect from
any possible encroachment. Visitors can also do elephant jungle trekking
for one or two hours by joining the mahouts atop an elephant's back for a
stroll through the forest, or enjoy four days three nights elephant jungle
trekking from Tangkahan to Bukit Lawang.

This pocket guidebook is
intended to help you identify
what you can see and also to
understand more about each
species morphology, ecology,
and behaviour.  Given the great
amount of mammal and bird
species living in GLNP, we have
selected some of the most
impressive to be brief ly
described in this booklet.

Fauna

Sumatran Elephant
Elephas maximus sumatranus
Gajah sumatera

Appearance :The smallest of the Asian sub-
species and also smaller than its African relative.
The ears are smaller and the back is more
rounded so that the crown of the head is the
highest point of the body. One of the
characteristic features are the modified incisor
teeth known as tusks, however, only some male
Asian elephants have tusks, whilst females
(cows) have 'tushes' instead, that are seldom
visible.

Home range : Elephants range over large areas.
Home ranges of more than 600 km² have been
recorded for females in south India. Generally,
the Sumatran Elephant has smaller home range
sizes of 30–160 km² for females and 53–345
km² for males.

Diet : Due to their size and energy requirements
Elephants need to consume large quantities of
food everyday (150-300 kg/day). They eat a
generalised diet and browse and graze on a
variety of plants. The habitat type and season
determine what types of plant they eat.

Behavioural Ecology : Diurnal and terrestrial.
They may spend up to 14 to 19 hours a day
feeding. They can defecate 16 to 18 times a day.
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Common name
Latin name
Local name

Pig-tailed Macaque
Macaca nemestrina
Beruk

Appearance : The Pig-tailed Macaque is
characterised by its short tail that is carried half
erect and somewhat resembles a pig's.

Buluh river, Tangkahan

c  FFI

Long-tailed Macaque
Simone Sauren

Distribution map

c  Adriano Lameira



Mammals
Sumatran Orangutan (Pongo abelii), Thomas Leaf Monkey
(Presbytis thomasi), Lar Gibbon (Hylobates lar), Slow Loris
(Nycticebus coucang), Sumatran Rhino (Dicerorhinus
sumatrensis sumatrensis), Malayan Sunbear (Helarctos
malayanus), Otter (Lutra sp.), Red Giant Flying Squirrel
(Petaurista petaurista), Wild Dog (Cuon alpinus), Hog
Badger (Arctonyx collaris), Lesser Mousedeer (Tragulus
javanicus), Large Mousedeer (Tragulus napu), Barking Deer
(Muntiacus muntjak), Sambar Deer (Cervus unicolor), Clouded Leopard (Neofelis
nebulosa), Flat-headed Cat (Prionailurus planiceps), Temminck's Golden Cat
(Catopuma temminckii), Leopard Cat (Prionailurus bengalensis), Flying Lemur
(Cynocephalus variegatus).

Reptiles
Swamp crocodile (Crocodylus palustris), Estuarine
Crocodile (Crocodylus porosus), Flying Frog
(Rhacaphorus pardalis), Flying Snake (Crysopelus sp.),
common Flying Lizard (Draco volans), Hawksbill Turtle
(Eretmochelys imbricata), Leatherback Turtle
(Dermochelys coriacea), Water Monitor (Varanus salvator).

Birds
Argus pheasant (Argusianus argus), Asian Pied Hornbill
(Anthracoceros albirostris), Rhinoceros Hornbill (Buceros
rhinoceros), White-bellied Sea-eagle (Haliaeetus
leucogaster), Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot (Loriculus
galgulus), Osprey (Pandion haliaetus).
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This species has a brown coat with a lighter
underside and its legs are long and strong. The
muzzle is long and lacks hair though males
have mane-like hairs surrounding the face,
giving them a majestic appearance.  When
females are receptive to mating they develop
large swellings on the rump. Adult females can
also be identified because they weigh  around
half the size of males. Male weighs 6.2 to 14.5
kg and female 4.7 to 10.9 kg

Home range : 62-828 ha

Diet : Fruits and seeds predominantly. Also on
insects, birds, termite eggs and larvae, and river
crabs, leaves, buds and flowers. May raid ripe
corn crops and oil palms as well.

Behavioural Ecology : Diurnal and
predominantly terrestrial but spends some time
in the trees.  The Pig-tailed Macaque spends
more time on the forest floor and in the open
than other Macaques, where it forages for
leaves, buds, shoots, insects and small animals.
It has cheek pouches to carry food while it
forages, and often returns to the safety of the
trees to feed. This Macaque is a social primate
and lives in group sizes of 5 – 40 (average 15-
22) individuals, though the group splits into

Sumatran Tiger
Panthera tigris sumatrae
Harimau sumatera

Appearance : The smallest of all existing tiger
sub-species. Distinctive orange and black-
striped fur. Chin throat and undersides are
whitish while the neck has a short mane. Males
weigh about 146kg and Females 91kg.

Home range : Home ranges are narrow, around
where prey are abundant (approx 20km2).

Diet : Wild pigs and various deer species make
up the bulk of the tigers diet. They need to kill
approximately 50 large prey animals per year
to survive. They are opportunistic and will also
eat birds, rodents, insects, amphibians and
reptiles in addition to other mammals such as
Primates and Porcupines. They will also hunt
prey much larger than themselves and have
been known to take both Elephants and Rhinos.

Behavioural Ecology : Terrestrial. Generally
solitary with adults maintaining exclusive
territories. Adult female home ranges rarely
overlap whereas male home ranges typically
overlap 1-3 females.

Common name
Latin name
Local name
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Other fauna
In addition to the described species, in GLNP you can also find at least 194
species of reptiles and amphibians, 387 bird and 127 mammal species,

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Siamang
Symphalangus syndactylus
Siamang

Appearance : Black all over and a large stocky
build, relative to the lar gibbon. Adults have a
dark grey throat sac which they inflate when
they make their great call and always produce
duet singing for a pair bounding function.
Males weigh 12-15kg and Females 10-11kg.

Home range : 15-50 ha.

Diet : Although primarily a leaf eater on the
mainland of its range,  in Sumatra it is primarily
a fruit eater, feeding mainly on figs.

Behavioural Ecology : Diurnal and strictly
arboreal. They are highly territorial and
primarily monogamous with offspring in a
family group.

Terry Whitaker

Siamang

Distribution map

smaller units to forage. Females remain in their
natal group. Males will disperse shortly before
they reach sexual maturity.
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with just a shortlist given here.  Ask a GLNP ranger or your guide which of these
they've seen, and keep an eye out for them yourself!

c  Wahdi Ismail

Nick Lyon

Sumatran orangutan

Flying snake

Rhinoceros hornbill

c  Wikipedia

c  Mahdi Ismail

Pig-tailed Macaque
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At least 8,500 different plant species grow in the differing habitat blocks of
the GLNP.

In the beach and swamp forest, you may find Casuarina Trees ( Casuarina
sp.), Wild Nutmeg (Myristica sp.), Camphor or Kapur Baros (Dryobalanops
aromatica), Nibung Palms, Rotan (Calamus sp.), Mangrove Trees or Api-api
(Avicennia sp.) and Pandan (Pandanus sp.).  Matoa (Pometia pinnata) grows
along rivers.

In the lowland forest, trees like
Meranti (Shorea sp.), Keruing
(Dipterocarpus sp.), Damar (Hopea
sp.) and several wild fruit trees like
Durian (Durio zibethinus), Mango
(Mangifera indica), wild banana,
citrus fruit and wild jack fruit grow
in abundance.

In the mountain and alpine woods
several species of moss and wild
flowers grow :  gentians, primulas, strawberry, herbs, and wild orchids are
found. The Rafflesia arnoldii  also grows here.

For further information, please visit the nearest GLNP Visitor Centre or visit
the website (www.gunungleuser.or.id).  You can also visit the below website
as well as download this pocket guidebook at :

Durian tree
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Rafflesia, Corpse flower
Rafflesia arnoldii
Bunga bangkai/Bunga rafflesia

Description : The world’s largest individual
flower, found only in Sumatra and the
neighbouring island of Borneo. It can weigh
as much as 11kg when fully grown, with its
dark pink and red petals growing up to 1m
long. It is a parasitic plant and lacks any
leaves, stems or roots. It obtains nutrients
from host plant which it attaches to. Its
rather morbid common name is the ‘corpse
flower,’ as it is said to emit a very pungent
smell used to attract pollinating insects
within the dense forest.

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Titan arum
Amorphophallus titanum
Bunga bangkai suweg raksasa

Description : The titan arum stands at 1.8
metres tall,  surrounded by an unfurling,
maroon and green petal-like mantle. Having
only been successfully cultivated outside
its original areas twelve times, this elusive
flower blooms only for a few days before
collapsing under its own weight. It is
endemic to the forests of Sumatra.

Common name
Latin name
Local name

Titan arum

Rafflesia

c YOSL-OIC

c  Mike O. Griffiths
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RULE 5 : When you are in the rainforest behave properly at all times.

Proper behaviours:

· Do not leave any litter in the forest e.g. tissues, water bottles, cigarette 
ends, food leftovers.  It must be carried out of the forest and then
disposed of. This includes fruit skins (such as banana, orange,
rambutan) which can be hazardous due to disease transmission risks.
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For your safety and enjoyment, please remember the following guidelines
before you enter the national park. These guidelines will lead to a more

natural, unique and rewarding time in the forest.

Rule 1: Please obtain a permit at the visitor centre of the national park
before you enter the protected area.

Rule 2 : All visitors must be accompanied by an official and trained guide
during their journey within the national park.

Rule 3 : The maximum number of visitors per group is 7.

This controls the risk of human impacts and optimises viewing
experience. Visitor group size can affect the behaviour of the animals
and as a result the visitors’ experience. Where groups of visitors are
too high in number, the animals become stressed and nervous and
move away from visitor groups, so the fewer the group size the better.

RULE 4 : Visitors who are sick are not allowed to go trekking.

Visitors must not enter the forest if they are feeling unwell or recently
had an illness and/or diarrhoea. It is each visitor’s moral responsibility
to report any sign of disease to their guide before entering the forest.
Spending time around animals such as orangutans whilst unwell 
can seriously risk infecting them, which could easily result in their 
death-and has, in the past.

If a ranger or guide feels that a visitor is not well enough to enter 
the forest, it is within his/her authority to refuse entry to the visitor.

12

DO NOT LEAVE
ANY LITTER

IN THE FOREST



· If the animal comes close, move away and maintain minimum
security distance.

· Visitors should try and avoid direct eye contact with the animals. 
Some animals such as great apes use direct eye contact as a threat 
gesture.

· Do not smoke, eat, drink, cough, sneeze or spit in the presence of wildlife.
· Do not clear vegetation to get a better view.
· Do not use flash photography. Unexpected flashes from cameras can 

cause stress to the animals (meaning they will leave the area quickly). 
Also, flash photography can cause retinal damage to the eyes of great
apes.

It is the responsibility of every person entering the forest to help ensuring
the survival of the critically endangered species and habitat of the Gunung
Leuser National Park.

15

DO NOT TOUCH
THE ANIMALS

Name : ..................................................................................................................................................
Nationality : ........................................................................................................................................
Email address : ..................................................................................................................................

Notes & Comments

Please use this space to record any interesting species, experiences, or events
that occur during your visit. If you like, you can submit this form to the National
Park office/visitor centre for their records.  You can also email us any comments

at  info@orangutancentre.org
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RULE 6: In the presence of wild animals you should behave properly

Proper behaviours:
· Maintain a minimum distance of at least 7 to 10 meters between 

the visitor group and the animals. If an animal such as an Orangutan
moves towards the visitor group, it is the responsibility of both the
visitors as well as the guide to move back to at least this minimum
safe distance.

· Do not call out to the wild animals such as Orangutans and other
primates.

· Show respect for the wild animals by being as silent as possible and
using good body language (no shouting, no sudden movements, 
no making monkey sounds etc.) Loud noise can be interpreted as 
a threat by the animals and they can respond either by fleeing or 
threatening back.

· Under any circumstances, do NOT attempt to FEED or TOUCH the
animals.

DO NOT FEED
THE ANIMALS
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· Do not disturb or remove anything from the forest such as flowers, 
insects, seeds etc. Leaves, seeds and shells all play a role within the 
forest ecosystem and should not be taken out.

· Visitors should not eat whilst in the present of animals as this increases 
the risk of both disease transmission and attacks from wildlife such as 
Orangutans. Water bottles are acceptable but should be taken out of 
the forest with the visitors.

· Visitors must not lose contact with the guide. Many of the trails lead 
deep into the forest and it is easy to become lost.

· If you must defecate you should dig a hole at least 30cm deep. You can 
borrow a parang/machete from your guide. All faecal material and tissue
must be buried.

DO NOT REMOVE
ANY PLANTS

THEY MAY
GET SICK!

THEY MAY
GRAB YOU
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Cover photo sources :
Sumatran Tiger ( c  LIF), Siamang ( c  Terry Whitaker), Sumatran Elephant ( c  FFI),

Hornbill ( c   Viva News), others ( c  YOSL-OIC)
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